Introduction
William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery Project
Archaeological Research Associates Ltd.
(ARA) and Seferian Design Group (SDG) were
retained by the Town of Midland to carry out
a Cemetery Restoration and Promotion Plan
for the William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery. This
project includes both an investigation into the
physical restoration of the site and the
framework for a management plan for future
maintenance of the site, along with a
Promotion Plan to increase awareness of one
of Huronia’s first European cemeteries and its
ties to the area’s military history. The Cemetery
was designated in 2009 under Part IV of the
Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage
value and interest.

Cemetery History

Location of William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery
(Provided by Town of Midland 2015)

The William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery was donated to the Anglican Church,
specifically the Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto, by William Wilson in 1864.
William Wilson served as the first shipwright of the Garrison at Penetanguishene.
Wilson was involved with much of the initial construction of the Naval buildings in
and around the harbour including: the imposing red Naval Storehouse (rebuilt as
the King’s Wharf Theatre), a cedar stockade around the Storehouse and the
supervised the installation of a series of docks that extended into the water for a
depth of 30 feet.
The Cemetery was established on William Wilson’s
farm land as a family cemetery when his wife died in
1855. It was hoped that the land would eventually be
associated with a church. The cemetery also acted
as a sort of way-side cemetery for travellers.
The cemetery was likely in use from 1855 to 1907,
even after it was established that the church would
be built elsewhere. Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR)
and historic research indicate that the William Wilson
Pioneer Cemetery contains approximately 24
interments with one extant gravestone.

Vision & Consultation
Restored William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery
Draft Cemetery Vision
The following is a summary of group-distilled vision from May 12, 2015. Eleven
participants were in attendance representing key stakeholders, including:
members of the Municipal Heritage Committee, town staff and invited guests.
The designated William Wilson
Pioneer Cemetery is a respectful,
accessible connection to the past
within a tranquil, natural space
which honours the pioneers of the
Midland area and their stories, an
experience which will inspire
community members and visitors
alike to share these stories with
others.

Consultation Components
A crucial part of the project is engaging the public, as key stakeholders. As such,
we are inviting feedback on three project components:
1. Conservation Options (Vote for one of Options 1-3)
2. Fencing Options (Vote for one of Options 1-6)
3. Promotion Plan (Provide feedback on methods)

Landscape of William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery

Landscape
Fencing Options
In Ontario in the nineteenth century, iron, lead, zinc, copper, and bronze were
added to the repertoire of materials used to fabricate complete monuments,
statues, and railings within pioneer cemeteries. The most common metal for
fence fabrication in Ontario cemeteries is iron, either wrought or cast. Iron was
frequently used for fences around graves and memorials and around the
cemeteries themselves. Simple details were usually fabricated in wrought iron, but
by the second half of the nineteenth century complex balusters, piers, urns,
planters, and even memorial statues were often made in cast iron.

Fencing Option 1: Wrought Iron

Fencing Option 2: Split Rail Cedar

Fencing Option 3: Stone wall (600mm height; dry stack)

Landscape
Fencing Options Continued
Fencing Option 4: Combination of split rail cedar and plantings

Fencing Option 5: Combination of wrought iron and plantings

Fencing Option 6: Combination of dry stack stone walls and plantings

Landscape
Plantings
The existing landscape surrounding the William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery is
primarily comprised of mature red oak (Quercus rubra) and sugar maple (Acer
saccharum) trees with intermediate sugar maple. There are also several sugar
maple and ash (Fraxinus spp.) saplings present. The understorey is primarily
comprised of woodland species, including trillium.
It is recommend by Seferian Design Group that all mature trees be preserved on
site as they contribute significantly to the landscape character and cultural
heritage value of the site. As part of the restoration plan, it is recommended that
the site be enhanced by rejuvenating the understorey plantings. Seferian Design
Group recommends introducing a woodland species planting plan that will help
to enhance the urban forest and forest cover across the site. Woodland plantings
also create habitat for birds, pollinating insects such as butterflies, and other
wildlife.

Suggested Plant List
 Lilac species
 Woodland wildflowers, such as trillium
 Species will be selected based on site conditions (i.e., Ontario Plant Hardiness
Zone 5a), low maintenance, moisture content in soils (drought resistance),
seasonal interest, and resistance to pests/disease.

Trillium

Woodland Wildflowers

Woodland Wildflowers

Conservation Options
Option 1: Restoration of Existing Monument
Option 1 is the most typically used and highly recommended method of
conservation treatment for a limestone gravestone. This option consists of
correcting the gravestone to an upright position with supports, mending the three
large broken fragments, resetting the gravestone into the existing socket base
and cleaning the surface of both the stone socketed base and marker (Image 1).
This option can be modified, for example; in lieu of mending the three large
broken fragments, the gravestone fragments would be set upright with the
support of a frame (Image 2).

Case Study
There are two good, representative case studies of Option 1 in Ontario. The first
case study is at the Presbyterian Mono College Cemetery near Mono Centre,
where a broken gravestone was reset, cleaned, and mended (Image 1). The
second case study at the Melancthon United, Gravel Road Cemetery, near
Shelburne exhibits the resetting, cleaning, and framing of a gravestone (Image 2).

Image 1: Presbyterian Mono College Cemetery Gravestone

Image 2: Melancthon United, Gravel Road Cemetery Gravestone

Analysis
Advantages
 Most cost effective
 Aligns with the Vision for the
William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery
 Least invasive

Disadvantages
 There are risks involved in lifting and
pinning the stone because its stability is
unknown
 Requires skilled trades such, as a
conservator and/or monument builder
to execute
 Gravestone frames could potentially
cover detailing of the gravestone

Conservation Options
Option 2: Full Restoration of Existing Monument
Option 2 is the most aesthetically pleasing. It includes the same processes as
Option 1, namely; correcting the gravestone upright with supports, mending the
broken fragments, resetting the gravestone into the existing base and cleaning
the surface of both base and marker. Option 2 goes further by infilling any missing
fragments.

Case Study
A cemetery case study that is representative of Option 2 can be found in Oakville,
Ontario. Here, the stone was reset upright, the surface cleaned, and replication of
the missing top adornment was made.

Before Restoration (Provided by Town of Oakville)

After Restoration (Provided by Town of Oakville)

Analysis
Advantages

 Aesthetically pleasing by
permanently infilling any missing
fragments

Disadvantages
 Requires skilled trades: a conservator
and/or monument builder
 Can be costly
 Potential to misrepresent the missing
fragments due to lack of historic photos

Conservation Options
Option 3: Replicate Existing Monument
Option 3 amplifies protection measures of the original gravestone. This option
requires the re-creation of the existing gravestone. The replica could be placed
outdoors at the William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery location while the original
gravestone could be donated or kept by the Town of Midland for safekeeping.
The donation possibility could see the grave marker go to the local museum to be
displayed as a part of their collection.

Case Study
An example of Option 3 is found at the Melancthon United Gravel Road
Cemetery near Shelburne, Ontario. This historical tombstone was re-created, likely
due to the fragility of the original gravestone.

Gravestone Replica at Melancthon United Gravel Road Cemetery

Analysis
Advantages
 Original marker could be more
accessible to community and noncommunity members at a museum
 Vandalism would be prevented
 Risk of theft would be significantly
reduced
 Should the replica be vandalized, it
can be replaced
 A replica can be easily maintained
by volunteers, contractors, or Town
staff

Disadvantages
 Gravestone is removed from its
context
 Replica gravestone requires skilled
trades (i.e. monument maker)
 Original gravestone requires care by
trained museum staff
 A museum must be willing to take the
original gravestone

Survey #1
William Wilson Pioneer Cemetery Conservation and Fencing
Options
Please read each of the panels and vote for your top choice for each
of the two categories: Conservation Options and Fencing Options.
Conservation Options
___ Conservation Option 1: Restoration of Existing Monument
___ Conservation Option 2: Full Restoration of Existing Monument
___ Conservation Option 3: Replicate Existing Monument
Fencing Options
___ Fencing Option 1: Wrought Iron
___ Fencing Option 2: Split rail cedar
___ Fencing Option 3: Stone wall (600mm height; dry stack)
___ Fencing Option 4: Combination of split rail cedar and plantings
___ Fencing Option 5: Combination of wrought iron and plantings
___ Fencing Option 6: Combination of dry stack stone walls and
plantings

