"The Town of Midland does not adopt or condone anything said in correspondence or communications provided to it or its Council, and does not warrant the accuracy of statements made in such
correspondence or communications. The Town believes it has a duty to ensure that its proceedings and deliberations are transparent, and that it foster public debate on issues of concern. One of the
steps it takes to carry out this duty is to, wherever possible, make the material in its Council Information Packages available on its website."
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From: AMO Communications <Communicate@amo.on.ca>
Sent: March 21, 2019 10:01 AM
To: Catherine Lemesurier
Subject: AMO WatchFile - March 21, 2019

March 21, 2019

In This Issue
- Development charges at risk.
- Submit for the P.J. Marshall Municipal Innovation Award by May 10.
- The top questions about digital signatures.
- Have your say - Waste & Litter Discussion Paper.
- Call for applications for the Authorized Nominating Authority under the Construction Act.
- Apply for Immigration Settlement and Resettlement Assistance Funding.
- OSUM Conference program update.
- It’s Not Science Fiction - 2019 Risk Management Symposium.
- AMO Conference exhibitor opportunities.
- New councillor training.
- Land Use Planning: Beyond the Basics.
- NEW! Upcoming RETScreen workshop in Pembroke.
- Wellness & Mental Health in the Municipal Workplace - May 29.
- Energy reporting webinars from the Ministry of Energy.
- Career Opportunities.
AMO Matters
AMO believes growth should pay for itself. AMO and municipal governments fear the Province will
make changes to development charge fees and move new development water servicing costs to water
rates. This will mean massive increases to water rates, forcing existing residents and businesses to
fund future growth. Developers who profit from growth, should pay for new service demands. Peel
Region is warning its residents, before it is too late. Other municipalities may want to borrow from its
local advocacy efforts.
The P.J. Marshall Award showcases projects implemented by Ontario municipalities that point to
tangible outcomes from new, more cost effective ways of providing public services and facilities.
Each week we will profile a key question about digital signatures. Q2: Are digital signatures secure?
Can they be hacked? Click here for the answer.
Provincial Matters
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation & Parks’ Discussion Paper on Waste & Litter is out for
comments. Register for AMO’s webinar to learn about our response.
The Ministry of the Attorney General recently put out a call for applications for the Authorized
Nominating Authority under the Construction Act. If you have any questions, contact Amber Crawford.
Federal Matters
The Government of Canada is accepting funding proposals under its Immigration Settlement and
Resettlement Assistance Programs. Successful applicants can receive funding for up to 5 years.
Deadline: April 12th, 2019.

Eye on Events
OSUM Update: We are pleased to announce Jeffrey Simpson, former National Affairs columnist for The
Globe and Mail, will be the opening keynote speaker at the OSUM Conference. Spaces are filling up
fast - register today!
Join LAS at the Risk Management Symposium where we will discuss potential cyber and technology
threats; how to prepare and be aware. Book your hotel now for September 12 and 13, and take
advantage of the AMO discount. More information in the coming months. Registration is now open.
Showcase your product or service at the 2019 AMO Conference in August. Are you a municipal
supplier or vendor? Do you have a product or service that would benefit the municipal sector? Then
register today for the AMO Annual Conference Exhibit Hall. Exhibit spaces are still available - download
the exhibitor application today.
As a member of council what do you need to know? Learn what it takes to be an effective team
member and a municipal leader. Space is available for the last two remaining sessions in Owen Sound
and London for March 27 & 28. Register today.
The Land Use Planning: Beyond the Basics workshop will reinforce the central role municipalities play
in implementing and managing the land use policy in Ontario. Space is available for the last two
remaining sessions in Owen Sound and London for March 28 & 29. Register today.
You asked, we listened! Due to popular demand, another RETScreen Performance Analysis
Workshop has been added to the roster. Workshop will take place in the City of Pembroke on April 23.
Registration is now open for public sector organizations - submit your registration form today!
AMO will host a 1-day session on mental health in the municipal workplace at the Holiday Inn Airport on
May 29. Stay tuned for details on registration and the program. For more information contact Amber
Crawford.
LAS
The Ministry of Energy is hosting two webinars for BPS Energy Reporting under O.Reg. 507/18. Annual
Reporting webinars will be held on March 27, April 10 & 24, May 8 & 22 and June 5. CDM Plan Update
webinars will be held on March 20, April 3 & 17 and May 1. All webinars run from from 12 pm - 1 pm
EST. Click the links above to join.
Careers
Economic Development Officer - County of Simcoe. Reports to Manager of Economic Development.
Employment Status: Permanent, Full-Time. Location: Midhurst. Reference Code: 248. Closing Date:
March 29, 2019. To view the job description and submit your application online, please click here.
Deputy Director of Public Works - Township of Clearview. Reports to Director of Public Works. Note:
The preferred candidate must be willing to provide consent for the Township to conduct a background
and vulnerable sector check prior to finalizing an employment offer. Interested candidates are invited to
forward their resume and covering letter quoting job # 2019-008 to Human Resources by April 5, 2019
to: hr@clearview.ca.
Fire Chief - City of Sarnia. Reports to the Chief Administrative Officer. Closing date: April 5, 2019.
Qualified applicants are invited to submit a resume in confidence to hr@sarnia.ca indicating “Fire Chief”
in the Subject line.
Chief Administrative Officer - Township of South Frontenac. For more information about this
opportunity, please visit South Frontenac Careers. Please note that interviews will be held on Saturday,
May 4, 2019. By no later than 4:00 p.m. April 9, 2019, please email your cover letter and resume (in
.doc or pdf format only) in confidence to: Ron Vandewal, Chair of the CAO Recruitment Committee, c/o
Emily Caird, Township of South Frontenac, Sydenham, Ontario, K0H 2T0;
email: ecaird@southfrontenac.net.

General Manager/Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer (CFO) - Municipality of Chatham-Kent. Reports to
the Chief Administrative Officer. Position leads the Finance, Budget & Information Technology Services
Department. For instructions on submitting your interest in this position, please see the job profile found
under Municipal Jobs on the Municipality's website. Applications must be received before 4:30 p.m.,
Thursday, April 11, 2019.
Chief Administrative Officer - Town of Pelham. Resumes must be submitted directly to Brianna
Langohr, Human Resources & Health and Safety Coordinator at hr@pelham.ca by 4:30 p.m., Friday,
April 12, 2019. Submissions are accepted under Career Opportunities under the Town Hall menu.
Chief Administrative Officer - City of Sault Ste. Marie. Please submit cover letter & resume by 4:30 pm,
Monday, April 15, 2019 to: CAO Selection Committee, c/o Human Resources, 99 Foster Drive, Civic
Centre, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario P6A 5N1. Email: human.resources@cityssm.on.ca. We thank all
applicants for their interest in this position, however only those receiving an interview will be contacted.
About AMO
AMO is a non-profit organization representing almost all of Ontario's 444 municipal governments. AMO
supports strong and effective municipal government in Ontario and promotes the value of municipal
government as a vital and essential component of Ontario's and Canada's political system.
Follow@AMOPolicy on Twitter!
AMO Contacts
AMO Watch File, Tel: 416.971.9856
Conferences/Events
Policy and Funding Programs
LAS Local Authority Services
MEPCO Municipal Employer Pension Centre of Ontario
Media Inquiries, Tel: 416.729.5425
Municipal Wire, Career/Employment and Council Resolution Distributions
*Disclaimer: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) is unable to provide any warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness
of third-party submissions. Distribution of these items does not imply an endorsement of the views, information or services mentioned.

Please consider the environment
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Association of Municipalities of Ontario
200 University Ave. Suite 801,Toronto ON Canada M5H 3C6
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From: AMO Events <events@amo.on.ca>
Sent: March 21, 2019 4:28 PM
To: Karen Desroches <kdesroches@midland.ca>
Subject: Have you registered for the AMO 2019 Conference?

March 21, 2019

Have you registered for the AMO 2019 Conference August 18 - 21, 2019?
The AMO Conference continues to be the largest municipal conference in Ontario, attracting
delegates from municipalities across the province. The conference program planning is
underway, promising to delve into the theme of “Municipalities: Ontario’s Frontline”.
What you can expect at the Conference:
•
•
•

Hearing form Ontario’s political party leaders
Delegation meetings with Cabinet Ministers
Mainstage programming and concurrent sessions on current issues affecting municipal
governments and your communities

This year, there will be three pre-coference clinics taking place Sunday, August 18, 9:00am 12:00pm. Full workshop information and registration is included in the AMO Conference
registration form.
o
o
o

Communications 101 for Elected Officials
Codes of Conduct Clinic
Indigenous Cultural Competency

Complete registration information is located here: Conference Registration
Review the Conference program outline and travel discount information before booking:
•
•

Click here for Conference Program Outline
Click here for Travel Discount Information

Questions can be directed to events@amo.on.ca

From: Costoff, Brittany (MCSCS) <Brittany.Costoff@ontario.ca>
Sent: March-15-19 3:33 PM
Subject: Essentials Venue Contact Information Sheet

Good Afternoon All,
The Essentials of Municipal Fire Protection – A Decision Makers’ Guide seminar
continues to be delivered throughout the province.
Please refer to the attached Essentials Seminar venue contact Sheet to view all the
location currently to date that are hosting the Essentials.
If you are interested in attending a seminar please contact the host community where
you would like to attend for registration.
for additional information please contact Fire Protection Adviser John Doucet at 705279-4551 or email at john.doucet@ontario.ca and/or Brittany.costoff@ontario.ca
Thank you,
Advice and Assistance Unit - Field and Advisory Services
Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency Management
Advice and Assistance Unit Tel: 1-844-638-9560
Email: OFMEM-FAS-AA@ontario.ca
Kind Regards,

Brittany Costoff

Administrative Assistant
Advice and Assistance Unit
Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency Management
705-725-7272
If you have any accommodation needs or require communication supports or alternate formats, please
let me know.
Thank you
Kind Regards,

Brittany Costoff

Administrative Assistant
Advice and Assistance Unit
Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency Management
705-725-7272
If you have any accommodation needs or require communication supports or alternate formats, please
let me know.

The Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency Management (OFMEM)

PRESENTS:
Essentials of Municipal Fire Protection A Decision Makers’ Guide
The following seminars to date have been scheduled, to register please contact:
Tuesday, March 26/19
Warwick
Fire Chief Goodhill
519-490-4256
warwickfire@warwicktownship.ca

Wednesday, March 27/19
Kingsville
Fire Chief Parsons
519-733-2314 Ext. 524
cparsons@kingsville.ca

Thursday, March 28/19
Central Elgin
Fire Chief McDonough
519-631-4860 Ext. 249
cmcdonough@centralelgin.org

Tuesday, April 2/19
South River
Fire Chief Maki
705-386-0066
rmaki@srmfd.com

Wednesday, April 3/19
Wasaga Beach
Fire Chief McWilliam
705-429-5281
firechief@wasagabeach.com

Tuesday, April 9/19
Espanola
Fire Chief Pichor
705-869-3888 Ext. 1
mpichor@espanola.ca

Wednesday, April 10/19
The North Shore
Fire Chief Simon
705-849-2213 Ext. 21
mattsimon@townshipofthenorthshore.ca

Thursday, April 11/19
Wawa
Suzanne Lord
705-856-2244 Ext. 221
slord@wawa.cc

Tuesday, April 16/19
Chatsworth
Fire Chief Givens
519-794-3188
chattyfd@hotmail.com

Wednesday, April 17/19
Perth East
Fire Chief Hunter
519-595-2800 Ext. 226
bhunter@pertheast.ca

Tuesday, April 23/19
Pembroke
Fire Chief Herback
613-735-6821 Ext. 1201
dherback@pembroke.ca

Friday, April 26/19
Gravenhurst
Fire Chief Brassard
705-687-3414 Ext. 238
larry.brassard@gravenhurst.ca

Tuesday, May 7/19
Municipality of Trent Lakes
Fire Chief Mitchell
705-738-3800 Ext. 222
dmitchell@trentlakes.ca

Thursday, May 9/19
Clarington
Deputy Fire Chief Calhoun
905-623-5126 Ext. 2803
tcalhoun@clarington.net

Saturday, May 11/19
Augusta
Fire Chief Bowman
613-348-3455 Ext. 201
rbowman@augustafire.ca

Wednesday, May 15/19
Fort Erie
Fire Chief Melanson
905-871-1600 Ext. 2600
emelanson@forterie.ca

Friday, April 31/19
South Huron
Rebekah Msuya-Collison
519-235-0310 Ext. 227
cao@southhuron.ca

Thursday, June 13/19
Vaughan
Lina Greco-Fantin
905-832-8585 Ext. 6323
lina.greco-fantin@vaughan.ca

WHO should attend this one day seminar?
• Senior Municipal Leaders (members of council, CAO’s, clerks, directors, commissioners)
• Fire Chiefs appointed for the fire departments in their municipalities
• Deputy Fire Chiefs appointed for the fire departments in their municipalities

WHY should you attend?
The Essentials of Municipal Fire Protection - A Decision Makers’ Guide Seminar is a collaborative
project of OFM staff representatives and a broad group of municipal and fire service stakeholders.
This seminar incorporates key information that decision-makers have expressed a need to know: what
must they do, what service delivery options they have, how to determine which services to provide in
their municipalities, and what tools are available to them. The one-day seminar uses a combination of
guidebook, PowerPoint programs and interactive case studies to deliver key messages.
This guidebook is a reference and companion document to the Essentials Seminar which incorporates
key information for municipal decision makers to generally understand municipal responsibilities under
the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, the Ontario Fire Code.

WHAT will you learn?
This one-day seminar will provide you with an overall understanding of: the structure of the
OFMEM, the principals behind promoting public safety and safer communities, elements of the Fire
Protection and Prevention Act, 1997, various municipal requirements and responsibilities,
enforcement of offences under the FPPA, determining municipal fire protection service delivery
considerations, FPPA regulations, Provincial programs and resources for fire - with multiple
references to legislation, regulations and standards.
For more information, please contact our OFMEM Advice and Assistance Unit toll free number at
1-844-638-9560 and a unit member will assist you.
If you wish to have a response in writing please send your email to OFMEM-FAS-AA@ontario.ca.

From: Minister (MMAH) <minister.mah@ontario.ca>
Sent: March 20, 2019 9:09 AM
To: Stewart Strathearn
Subject: A message from Minister Steve Clark
Ministry of
Municipal Affairs
and Housing

Ministère des
Affaires municipales
et du Logement

Office of the Minister

Bureau du ministre

777 Bay Street, 17 Floor

777, rue Bay, 17e étage
Toronto ON M5G 2E5
Tél. : 416 585-7000
Téléc. : 416 585-6470

th

Toronto ON M5G 2E5
Tel.: 416 585-7000
Fax: 416 585-6470

March 20, 2019
Your Worship
Mayor Stewart Strathearn
Town of Midland
sstrathearn@midland.ca
Dear Mayor Strathearn:
Our government for the people was elected to restore trust, transparency and
accountability in Ontario's finances. As you know, the province has undertaken a lineby-line review of our own expenditures, and we have been clear that we expect our
partners, including municipalities, to take steps to become more efficient as well.
Municipalities play a key role in delivering many provincial services that people
across Ontario rely on. Taxpayers deserve modern, efficient service delivery that puts
people at the centre and respects hard-earned dollars.
Transforming service delivery and identifying more modern, efficient ways of
operating is critical and complex work. As Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, I
recognize that many of Ontario’s small and rural municipalities may have limited
capacity to plan and manage transformation, depending on the resources they have
available and how far they have moved on their own modernization agendas.
That is why we are providing a one-time payment in the 2018-19 fiscal year to
support small and rural municipalities’ efforts to become more efficient and reduce
expenditure growth in the longer term.
To ensure that this investment is targeted to where it is needed most, municipal
allocations are based on a formula, which takes into consideration the number of
households in a municipality and whether it is urban or rural.
While this investment is unconditional, it is intended to help modernize service
delivery and reduce future costs through investments in projects such as: service
delivery reviews, development of shared services agreements, and capital
investments. Our government believes that municipalities are best positioned to
understand the unique circumstances and determine where and how this money is
best spent.

I am pleased to share that Town of Midland receive a one-time payment of $676,935
which will flow in this fiscal year.
Staff from our regional Municipal Services Offices will be in touch in the coming days
for your acknowledgement of this letter and to discuss any questions that you might
have. I encourage you to work with ministry staff as you begin to think about the best
way to proceed for your community. The Municipal Services Offices can offer advice
and point to examples that may be helpful as you contemplate local solutions. In the
future, we would be interested to hear about your modernization success stories.
Thank you once again for your commitment to demonstrating value for money. I look
forward to continuing to work together to help the people and businesses in
communities across our province thrive.
Sincerely,

Steve Clark
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

From: Tosh, Christy <Christy.Tosh@simcoe.ca>
Sent: March 22, 2019 11:31 AM
Subject: Ontario announces 16 additional long-term care projects that will add 1,157 new beds in
facilities across Ontario
For information purposes only.
From: Ontario News [mailto:newsroom@ontario.ca]
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2019 10:35 AM

News Release
Ontario Continuing to Strengthen the Public Health Care System with More
Support for Ontario Seniors
March 22, 2019

MARKHAM — Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, was
joined by Raymond Cho, Minister of Seniors and Accessibility, Effie Triantafilopoulos, Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, and Paul Calandra, MPP for MarkhamStouffville, at Yee Hong Ho Lai Oi Wan Centre in Markham to announce 16 additional long-term care
projects that will add 1,157 new beds in facilities across Ontario.
The Government of Ontario is delivering on its commitment to strengthen the province's public health
care system by centering it on the needs of patients, including Ontario's seniors.
Our government is building a 21st century health care system that allows seniors to remain at home as
long as they can. For Ontario's seniors who need long-term care, our government is committed to
ensuring their quality of life remains high and space is available for them when and where they need it.
"Our government is building a sustainable, connected and modern health care system, which is putting
patients at the centre and ensures the needs of patients, families and caregivers are driving all our
decisions," said Elliott. "These new projects are part of our plan to protect and strengthen our health
care system. Ontario's seniors need access to long-term care, they need to be able to have access to
a bed when and where they need it, and their families need to be kept informed every step of the way.
This is putting patients first. With these additional spaces, our government is working to ease
pressures on hospitals, and enable nurses, doctors and other care providers to provide better, faster
health care for Ontario families and patients."
This is part of the government's commitment to adding 15,000 long-term care beds in five years,
bringing the total number of allocated beds to 7,232.

"We are proud that in just nine months, our government has fulfilled almost half of our commitment
toward new long-term care spaces in Ontario over five years," said Elliott. "As we move forward to
modernize our public health care system, the people of Ontario, including seniors, have and always
will be our government's priority. We will create a health care system that works for them and is finally
centred on the needs of patients, families and caregivers."
CONTACTS
David Jensen
Communications Branch
416-314-6197
media.moh@ontario.ca
For public inquiries call ServiceOntario
(Toll-free in Ontario only)
1-866-532-3161
Hayley Chazan
Deputy Premier & Minister of Health and Long-Term Care’s Office
416-726-9941
hayley.chazan@ontario.ca
Media Line
Toll-free: 1-888-414-4774
GTA: 416-314-6197
media.moh@ontario.ca
Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
http://ontario.ca/health
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From: OPP News Portal <newsportal@opp.ca>
Sent: March 18, 2019 1:56 PM
Subject: News release from the OPP - School Bus Involved in Minor Crash in Tay
Township
A new media release has been made by the OPP for Southern Georgian Bay. The release
content is below. If you wish to unsubscribe from these alerts, log into the OPP News
Release Portal and select "Manage Account".
FROM/DE: Southern Georgian Bay OPP Detachment

DATE: March 18, 2019

School Bus Involved Minor Crash in Tay Township
(TAY TOWNSHIP, ON) - Members of the Southern Georgian Bay Detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) responded at 9:20 am March 18, 2019 to a report of a two
vehicle crash at the intersection of Jephson Street and Albert Street in Tay Township. The
involved vehicles were a school bus with 44 passengers aboard and a passenger van, no
occupants of either vehicle sustained injuries in the crash which caused a temporary road
closure while the bus was removed from the scene. The driver of the school bus was
charged with a Highway Traffic Act offence following the investigation into the cause of the
crash.
Motorists are reminded to follow the Ministry of Transportation site Ontario 511 for
information on road conditions and @OPP_COMM_CR on Twitter for road closures.
Police remind motorists that an essential part of the enforcement job is to save lives and
reduce injuries on our roadways. Educating the public about safe driving practices is a
priority.
(30)
Media Contact
Provincial Constable David Hobson
705-733-5440
david.hobson@opp.ca
Twitter
@OPP_CR
Facebook
Ontario 511
Ontario Provincial Police-Central Region

From: OPP News Portal <newsportal@opp.ca>
Sent: March 20, 2019 10:21 PM
Subject: News release from the OPP - OPP LAYS MORE THAN 1,500 DISTRACTED DRIVING
CHARGES OVER MARCH BREAK
A new media release has been made by the OPP for Southern Georgian Bay. The release content
is below. If you wish to unsubscribe from these alerts, log into the OPP News Release Portal
<https://oppnews.ca/> and select "Manage Account".

FROM: Highway Safety Division

DATE: March 20, 2019

OPP LAYS MORE THAN 1,500 DISTRACTED DRIVING CHARGES OVER MARCH BREAK
(ORILLIA, ON) - The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) were highly visible over the March Break as
they sought out and spotted a number of drivers who were holding or using a hand-held
electronic device during their Distracted Driving Campaign (March 11-17, 2019).
During the province-wide initiative, the OPP laid a total of 1,508 distracted driving charges.
Officers laid an additional 51 distraction-related careless driving charges against drivers who
were caught dividing their attention between driving and some other activity that made roads
unsafe.
So far this year, the OPP has laid over 2,000 distracted driving charges.
The OPP is reminding drivers about the increased distracted driving penalties that took effect on
January 1, 2019. The new penalties include a fine increase up to $1,000, three demerit points and
a three-day licence suspension. Novice drivers also face longer licence suspensions under the
new laws.
-30Contacts by Region:
Central Region:

Sgt. Jason Folz

Ph: (705) 330-3713

East Region:

Bill Dickson

Ph: (613) 285-2752

Highway Safety Division:

Sgt. Kerry Schmidt

Ph: (416) 460-4701

North West Region:

Sgt. Mike Golding

North East Region:

A/Sgt. Shona Camirand

Ph: (705) 845-2738

Sgt. Laura Lee Brown

Ph: (519) 652-4156

West Region:

Ph: (807) 473-2735

From: OPP News Portal <newsportal@opp.ca>
Sent: March 22, 2019 9:11 AM
Subject: News release from the OPP - If you pay the fee, they won't stop phishing!

A new media release has been made by the OPP for Southern Georgian Bay. The release
content is below. If you wish to unsubscribe from these alerts, log into the OPP News
Release Portal and select "Manage Account".
FROM:

Criminal Investigation Services

DATE: March 13, 2019

Anti-Rackets Branch
If you pay the fee, they won't stop phishing!
Beware of Phishing and Ransom Scams

(ORILLIA, ON) - Members of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) Anti-Rackets
Branch, Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC) and Ontario's Serious Fraud Office (SFO) are
warning Ontario residents to check their emails, phone messages and computer popups. All
are tools that criminals can use to extort money and personal information from you.
Phishing, ransom and service scams have the same basic goal. Typically, individuals make
contact with you through your computer or via text message to tell you that you have 'won
a prize' or that you owe a sum of money. Some fraudsters will tell you that they can provide
telecommunications, Internet, financial, medical and energy services for special or preferred
rates. Although 95 per cent of the crimes go unreported, phishing, ransom and service
scams cost victims approximately $15 million across Canada; approximately $7 million in
Ontario. According to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centreapproximately 6,000 people fell victim
to these scams in 2018.
Investigators find two commonly used scams. In one version, the victim receives an email or
someone calls pretending to represent a well-known computer-based company, and claims
that the victim's computer is sending out viruses or has been hacked. The scammer will
request to gain remote access to the computer and may run some programs or change
some settings. The scammer will then advise that a fee is required for the service and
request credit card information. In some cases, the scammer will send a transfer from the
victim's computer through a money service. The end result is that the victim pays for a
service that was never needed as the computer was never infected.
The SFO indicates a more surreptitious, large scale phishing and ransom scam is in
circulation. Malware-infected emails were opened by employees of a large retail store that
unintentionally launched a phishing attack, allowing hackers to steal the vendor's
credentials. Once the vendor information was successfully obtained, the company's
customer database was exploited, exposing millions of clients, including customer's names,
mailing addresses and other personal information. The data breach revealed millions of
customers' credit and debit card information. In the end, the company estimated that the
data breach caused a multi-million dollar loss.

TIPS TO PREVENT PHISHING, RANSOM AND SERVICE SCAMS
If you were using your computer when you got scammed, it is possible that a virus or other
malicious software is still on your computer. Run a full anti-virus check using reliable
security software. If you do not have security software (such as virus scanners and a firewall)
installed on your computer, a reputable computer professional can help you find what you
need.
Scammers may have also gained access to your online passwords. Change these using a
secure computer.
If you paid someone by credit card or through an electronic funds transfer (e-transfer),
contact your financial institution or credit card company immediately. They may be able to
reverse or stop the transaction.
If you or someone you know suspect they've been a victim of a phishing, ransom or service
scam, contact your local police service and the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre by phone at 1888-495-8501 or through their website.
"Recognize, Reject and Report Fraud"

LEARN MORE
During the month of March, the OPP and the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre partners -- the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), the SFO and the Competition Bureau of Canada -,
are joining police services across the country to help prevent all Canadians from becoming
victims of fraud. The OPP is posting tips and links to various resources online to help the
public recognize, reject and report fraud on social media by using the hashtags #FPM2019,
#knowfraud or #OPPtips.
The Little Black Book of Scams
-30-

MEDIA NOTE: This is the second in a series of topic-specific OPP media releases on various
criminal activities as part of Fraud Prevention Month. The next topic is Romance scams.
MEDIA CONTACT: Detective Sergeant Ted SCHENDERA
OPP Anti-Rackets Branch
Phone:

705-329-6437 or ted.schendera@opp.ca

From: OPP News Portal <newsportal@opp.ca>
Sent: March 11, 2019 10:21 AM
Subject: News release from the OPP - Receive money from a source? why would you send ANY back?
A new media release has been made by the OPP for Southern Georgian Bay. The release content is
below. If you wish to unsubscribe from these alerts, log into the OPP News Release Portal
<https://oppnews.ca/> and select "Manage Account".
FROM:

Criminal Investigation Services - Anti-Rackets Branch

DATE: March 7, 2019

Receive money from a source? why would you send ANY back?
Protect Yourself from Cheque Fraud and Money Transfer Scams
(ORILLIA, ON) - Members of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) Anti-Rackets Branch, the Canadian
Anti-Fraud Centre
<https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.antifraudcentrecentreantifraude.ca%2Findexeng.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.hobson%40opp.ca%7C38cb40ede9ff4a82aab108d6a3012195%7C
cddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636875622583594660&sdata=wOwKyPmp7KE4
bAgJwsD%2F0IO6iGIfd7xdGsDUum30qXI%3D&reserved=0> (CAFC) and Ontario's Serious Fraud
Office (SFO) say money transfer scams extort money and personal information from unwitting victims.
Money transfer and cheque fraud scams are successful for fraudsters because they constantly find
ways to put a new spin on an old scam. Victims sometimes educate themselves on a particular type of
money transfer or cheque fraud scam only to find out a new version of scam has been created.
Typically, individuals use a phone or computer to communicate with you before they offer a financial
transaction. Often this serves a dual purpose of providing criminals with access to your banking
information and then for you to legitimately send them money. This category of scams may also
include offers such as job proposals, fake prizes and foreign money exchanges. According to the
CAFC, these types of scams defrauded victims across Canada of approximately $25 million in 2018.
Investigators find two scenarios are most commonly used. In one version, someone responds to a
resume that victims have submitted to a job posting site. Suspects will respond to the resume which
generally contains personal information by trying to convince you that your qualifications are 'exactly
what they are looking for.' Conversations lead to a job offer but there will be some form of financial
transaction that needs to take place -- such as a prepayment for "professional services." The suspects
may also send you money for training or further education, but the amount of money is more than
the agreed upon amount. The scammers request the "extra funds" be sent back to them which, of
course, is real money. The other amount that was previously-deposited is defaulted by the banking
institution. In the end, the money that victims sent is gone. According to the SFO, one particular victim
had received a cheque for approximately $275,000. However, the instructions that accompanied the
cheque stated that a five per cent commission be paid, five percent more for taxes and a further

$135,000 be sent back to the so-called employer. Recognized their scam worked, the suspects sent
another cheque for more than $400,000 when the bank advised that the cheques were fraudulent.
Unfortunately, when all was said and done, the victim lost approximately $200,000.
In another common scenario, scammers will respond to an advertisement that has been placed on a
buy and sell site. They generally offer you the asking price or more for the item without physically
seeing it. The individual will then send a money transfer and request the item to be sent to them. In
many cases, the amount will exceed the amount of the asking price. The fraudsters will request to
deposit the money and send the excess back to them. After several days, the bank will inform you that
the money that was deposited was defaulted and you were scammed of the money you transferred.
TIPS TO PREVENT MONEY TRANSFER FRAUD
·

Think twice before uploading your resume to a job posting site that requires your personal

information. Once you have had communication with the prospective employer, do research on the
company. If possible, physically attend the location to confirm the information. Then, provide your
resume to the person in charge of hiring.
·

When dealing with online buy-and-sell sites, consider dealing face-to-face with the prospective

buyer, pay with cash, and try to deal locally - perhaps at a 'safe trade zone' if available. If the vendor
pushes you to electronically transfer money, assume it is a scam.
If you or someone you know suspect they've been a victim of a money transfer scam, contact your
local police service. You can also file a complaint through the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre website
<https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.antifraudcentrecentreantifraude.ca%2Freportincident-signalerincident%2Findexeng.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.hobson%40opp.ca%7C38cb40ede9ff4a82aab108d6a3012195%7C
cddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636875622583604664&sdata=OMrNEuB%2Bsm
7iBhABH9rfaLgbpRx%2BGS4Q5ZlfItjLBSU%3D&reserved=0> or by phone at 1-888-495-8501.
"Recognize, Reject and Report Fraud
<https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.antifraudcentrecentreantifraude.ca%2Freportincident-signalerincident%2Findexeng.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.hobson%40opp.ca%7C38cb40ede9ff4a82aab108d6a3012195%7C
cddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636875622583604664&sdata=OMrNEuB%2Bsm
7iBhABH9rfaLgbpRx%2BGS4Q5ZlfItjLBSU%3D&reserved=0> "
LEARN MORE
During the month of March
<https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.antifraudcentrecentreantifraude.ca%2Fnews-nouvelles%2Ffpm-mpfeng.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.hobson%40opp.ca%7C38cb40ede9ff4a82aab108d6a3012195%7C

cddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636875622583614669&sdata=Zy9fB%2FoFqeSn
IFJQxCrNDXtW3BFTS2ICADY7BlSJkyY%3D&reserved=0> , the OPP and the Canadian Anti-Fraud
Centre partners - Ontario's Serious Fraud Office, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and the
Competition Bureau of Canada
<https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.competitionbureau.gc.ca%
2Feic%2Fsite%2Fcbbc.nsf%2Feng%2F03662.html&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.hobson%40opp.ca%7C38cb40ede9ff4a82aab
108d6a3012195%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636875622583614669&sda
ta=o1fGUlHLKZl90b6iGKA3BlE%2BHCEC0o3jpPh5gB6s4NA%3D&reserved=0> -, are joining police
services across the country to help prevent all Canadians from becoming victims of fraud. The OPP is
posting tips and links to various resources online to help the public recognize, reject and report fraud
on social media by using the hashtags #FPM2019 and #knowfraud.
-30MEDIA NOTE: This is the first in a series of topic-specific OPP media releases on various criminal
activities as part of Fraud Prevention Month. Thank you for your assistance.
MEDIA CONTACT: Detective Sergeant Ted Schendera
OPP Anti-Rackets Branch
Phone:

705-329-6437 or ted.schendera@opp.ca <mailto:ted.schendera@opp.ca>

From: OPP News Portal <newsportal@opp.ca>
Sent: March 22, 2019 10:01 AM
Subject: News release from the OPP - Local OPP Officers Vigilant for Distracted Drivers during March
Break

A new media release has been made by the OPP for Southern Georgian Bay. The release
content is below. If you wish to unsubscribe from these alerts, log into the OPP News
Release Portal and select "Manage Account".
FROM/DE: Southern Georgian Bay OPP Detachment

DATE: March 22, 2019

Local OPP Officers Vigilant for Distracted Drivers during March Break
(MIDLAND, ON) - Members of the Southern Georgian Bay Detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) participated in a province wide distracted driving enforcement
campaign during the March break of 2019 on roadways in North Simcoe. Officers
issued 33 infraction notices under section 78.1 (1) Hand Held Communications Device of the
Highway Traffic Act of Ontario which carry increased penalties that took effect on January 1,
2019. The new penalties include a fine increase up to $1,000, three demerit points and a
three-day licence suspension. Novice drivers also face longer licence suspensions under the
new laws.
Please see the following links for more penalty information https://www.ontario.ca/page/distracted-driving#section-2
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/page/conduite-inattentive
Frequently asked questions please view
- http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/distracted-drivingfaq.shtml http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/french/safety/distracted-driving-faq.shtml
Police remind motorists that an essential part of the enforcement job is to save lives and
reduce injuries on our roadways and trails. Educating the public about safe driving practices
is a priority. Motorists are reminded to follow the Ministry of Transportation site Ontario
511 for information on road conditions and closures or @OPP_COMM_CR for road closures.
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