Media Release

Town of Midland celebrates the on-time completion
of construction for Phase 2 of the King Street
Rejuvenation Project
November 27, 2020 – The Town of Midland celebrated the completion of construction for Phase 2 of
the King Street Rejuvenation Project today at a road reopening ceremony held on King Street. The
road is expected to be fully reopened to vehicle traffic on Monday, November 30.
The $14 million “big dig” project saw Midland’s main street dug up from Yonge Street north to Bayshore
Drive, to replace underground infrastructure (storm/sanitary systems, and watermains), create a new
road alignment that allows for a flexible configuration along the street for parking and events, and to
make the roadway completely accessible with mountable curbs and upgraded traffic signals.
"This is a great day for the Town of Midland, in a year when we could really use some good news,” said
Mayor Stewart Strathearn. “Over four years ago we set out to undertake this project, and through the
hard work of our staff and contractors we’re happy to say the construction portion of this project has
been completed on time. More importantly, given the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, this portion of the
project has been completed safely, a testament to the protocols our contractors have put in place in
order to continue with this project as planned.”
The King Street Rejuvenation Project started in earnest in 2016 with design work and public
consultation taking place over the following years. In 2019, the first phase of construction began, which
was a proactive measure to complete the northern end of King Street at Bayshore Drive. By doing so it
allowed Bayshore Drive, a major east-west roadway, to remain open in 2020 during Phase 2 of the
project.
“This project has had a major impact on the town and will continue to do so as we move forward,” said
Andy Campbell, Executive Director of Infrastructure & Environment. “Our downtown businesses have
been impacted by the closure of King Street, and even though we could plan for this project what we
couldn’t plan for was COVID-19. Successfully completing this portion of the project on time, during the
pandemic will alleviate added impact on businesses next year. In addition, the town now has a modern
underground infrastructure along King Street, which will operate much more effectively than the nearly
century-old infrastructure it replaced.”
In 2021 the King Street Rejuvenation Project will be fully completed with aesthetic and beautification
work being done, consisting of tree and garden planting, bench installations and more.
“Thank you to our staff and our contractors, Arnott Construction Ltd, Tatham Engineering and EnvisionTatham, and their staff for their hard work over the course of this project. King Street has been the focal
point of much of Midland’s rich history, and this rejuvenated main street will help maintain that and
provide a top attraction for visitors to our region for years to come, added Mayor Strathearn. “I would
also like to thank our downtown businesses for their patience and cooperation throughout this process,
and our residents for their continued support of our local businesses during both the construction and
COVID-19 pandemic.”
For more information on the King Street Rejuvenation Project, please visit EngagingMidland.ca/KingStreet-Rejuvenation.

For media enquiries, please contact:
Randy Fee | Communications & Marketing Coordinator
Town of Midland | 575 Dominion Avenue, Midland, ON L4R 1R2
705-526-4275 ext.2264 | rfee@midland.ca | Midland.ca| Engagingmidland.ca

Attachments: Photos of the Reopening Ceremony

King Street Rejuvenation Project – Reopening Ceremony - November 27, 2020

Town of Midland Mayor Stewart Strathearn speaking about the success of the King Street
Rejuvenation Project and thanking everyone involved, with Simcoe North MPP Jill Dunlop,
members of Council, staff and project contractors on hand for the ceremony.

Simcoe North MPP Jill Dunlop thanks everyone involved in the project, and invites everyone
to shop local and enjoy our new downtown main street.

Andy Campbell, Town of Midland Executive Director of Infrastructure & Environment,
speaking about how great it is to see this project come to fruition, from a vision to reality.

Town of Midland Chief Administrative Officer David Denault discussing the success of this
project and how it’s a pleasure to be able to say a project of this magnitude was completed
on time, on budget, during a pandemic.

